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Current events in the night sky, easily
observable or with a bit more effort

Visibility of Sun, Moon, planets, meteors,
comets, deep sky, ISS, . . .

Astrocalendars, sky maps, lunar phases,
sky tonight, observing weather, tables, . . .

Apps (Android/Apple), Twitter, (Facebook)
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1–2 million visitors per year

These slides on http://hemel.waarnemen.com/lectures
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Mercury evening star

What? The planet Mercury is in
greatest elongation on 29
April and visible as
evening star.

When? 20 – 26 April, best round
24 April.

Where? As a dim ‘star’ in the
evening twilight, low in the
westnorthwest.

And? A (simple) pair of
binoculars can help to find
Mercury.

More information:
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/mercurius/elongaties/
mercuriuselongatie 20220429.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/mercurius/elongaties/mercuriuselongatie_20220429.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/mercurius/elongaties/mercuriuselongatie_20220429.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/mercurius/elongaties/mercuriuselongatie_20220429.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/mercurius/elongaties/mercuriuselongatie_20220429.html
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See the galaxy M51 in April–May

What? The galaxy M51 a.k.a. the
Whirlpool galaxy.
Magnitude: 8,4m, apparent
diameter: 0,19◦.

When? Circumpolar: highest
altitude around 01:30.

Where? In the north, at 85◦

altitude, in the Canes
Venatici, at 31 million
lightyears.

And? A telescope is needed to
see this distant and hence
small and weak galaxies.
The interaction between
the galaxies causes
enhanced star formation.

Image: HST

More information: http://hemel.waarnemen.
com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc5194.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc5194.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc5194.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc5194.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc5194.html
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See the galaxy M51 in April–May
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Lunar Eclipse on 16 May

What? Total lunar eclipse: the
Full Moon exactly opposes
the Sun in the sky and
disappears in the Earth’s
shadow.

When? On 16 May, between 03:31
and 05:47.

Where? Low above the
southsouthwestern to
southwestern horizon.

And? The first half is visible in
our regions, until the Moon
sets. The circular shadow
of the Earth suggests that
the Earth is not flat. . .

More information:
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/maan/eclipsen/
maansverduistering 20220516.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/maan/eclipsen/maansverduistering_20220516.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/maan/eclipsen/maansverduistering_20220516.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/maan/eclipsen/maansverduistering_20220516.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/maan/eclipsen/maansverduistering_20220516.html
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See the globular cluster M13 in May–June

What? The globular cluster M13
or Hercules cluster.
Magnitude: 5.8m, apparent
diameter: 0,33◦.

When? Circumpolar: maximum
altitude around 01:30.

Where? In the north, at 74◦

altitude, in Hercules, at 22
thousand lightyears.

And? This globular cluster can
be observed with
binoculars, while a
telescope will reveal more
details. Globular clusters
contain the oldest stars
from our Milky Way galaxy.

Image: Sid Leach/Adam Block/Mount Lemmon SkyCenter

More information: http://hemel.waarnemen.
com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc6205.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc6205.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc6205.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc6205.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc6205.html
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See the globular cluster M13 in May–June
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Maximum of the Perseid meteor shower

What? The meteor shower
Perseids reaches its
maximum, with a
disappointing 12–20
meteors per hour.

When? On 13 August between
04:00 and 05:00. The
nights before and after:
around 10–15 per hour.

Where? In the evening in the
northnortheast (5–10 per
hour), at night in the
northeast.

And? Need no special equipment
(patience, warm clothes,
comfy chair?). More
“shooting stars” are visible
from a dark location.

More information: http://hemel.waarnemen.
com/meteoorzwermen/Perseiden 2022.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/meteoorzwermen/Perseiden_2022.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/meteoorzwermen/Perseiden_2022.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/meteoorzwermen/Perseiden_2022.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/meteoorzwermen/Perseiden_2022.html
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Maximum of the Perseid meteor shower
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Saturn in opposition

What? The planet Saturn is in
opposition, hence close to
the Earth, and looks
relatively large and bright.

When? The opposition takes place
on August 14. The planet
is visible from May until
December, initially in the
early night, then mostly in
the evenings.

Where? In the evening in the east,
at night in the south and in
the morning in the west.

And? You can see Saturn’s
famous rings with
binoculars and more
detail with a telescope.

Image: Rochus Hess, Wikipedia

More information:
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/saturnus/opposities/
saturnusoppositie 20220814.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/saturnus/opposities/saturnusoppositie_20220814.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/saturnus/opposities/saturnusoppositie_20220814.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/saturnus/opposities/saturnusoppositie_20220814.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/saturnus/opposities/saturnusoppositie_20220814.html
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Jupiter in opposition

What? The planet Jupiter is in
opposition, hence close to
the Earth, and looks
relatively large and bright.

When? The opposition is on 26
September, the planet is
visible from July until
February, initially in the
early night, later mostly in
the evenings.

Where? In the evenings in the east,
at night in the south and in
the mornings in the west.

And? With a good pair of
binoculars, you can watch
Jupiter’s Galilean moons
move during the night.

More information:
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/jupiter/opposities/
jupiteroppositie 20220926.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/jupiter/opposities/jupiteroppositie_20220926.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/jupiter/opposities/jupiteroppositie_20220926.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/jupiter/opposities/jupiteroppositie_20220926.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/jupiter/opposities/jupiteroppositie_20220926.html


hemel.waarnemen.com

April
Mercury

April–May
Whirlpool galaxy

May
Lunar Eclipse

May–June
Hercules cluster

Augustus
Perseids

Saturn

September
Jupiter

Andromeda galaxy

Jupiter in opposition



hemel.waarnemen.com

April
Mercury

April–May
Whirlpool galaxy

May
Lunar Eclipse

May–June
Hercules cluster

Augustus
Perseids

Saturn

September
Jupiter

Andromeda galaxy

See the galaxy M31 from August/September

What? The galaxy M31 a.k.a. the
Andromeda galaxy.
Magnitude: 3,4m, apparent
size: 3×1◦!

When? From August in the late
night, then appearing a
little earlier every night.

Where? Circumpolar; in the north,
at 79◦ altitude, in
Andromeda, at 2,5 million
lightyears.

And? The Andromeda galaxy
can be seen with the
naked eye, but binoculars
help. A telescope reveals
more details.

Image: David Dayag, Wikipedia

More information: http://hemel.waarnemen.
com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc0224.html

http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc0224.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc0224.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc0224.html
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/deepsky/ngcic/ngc0224.html
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See the galaxy M31 from August/September
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See the galaxy M31 from August/September
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Next public-observing/online astronomy night

What? Next public-observing night
at the Radboud University.

Where and When (1)? Friday
September 30?, in
Nijmegen?

Where and When (2)? Friday October
7?, online?

And? New programme, new
lecture, new nightsky, new
discussion!

More information: https://www.ru.nl/astrophysics/public-outreach/stargazing-evenings/

This lecture at: http://hemel.waarnemen.com/lectures

https://www.ru.nl/astrophysics/public-outreach/stargazing-evenings/
https://www.ru.nl/astrophysics/public-outreach/stargazing-evenings/
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/lectures
http://hemel.waarnemen.com/lectures
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